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 Malaysia has been a successful developing country and is shaping ahead to become a 

developed nation in its own design. In order to be more successful, our nation has to be 
managed excellently and its weaknesses and shortcoming have to be overcome. Over 

the times, Malaysia has turn out to be more and more urbanized. By 2050, about 70 % 

of the world‟s population is expected to live in city areas and over 60 % of the land 
estimated to become city by 2030 is yet to be built. In recent years, to lower pollution 

and resolve environmental issues, the established cities around the world have been 

attempting to find green solutions. The term of „green city‟ has become increasingly 
popular in recent years although it has worked out and implemented in western country 

since the early 1990's. In Malaysia, the term was first brought to the public when it was 

announced by Datuk Seri Mohd Najib Bin Tun Abdul Razak, the Prime Minister when 
tabling the Tenth Malaysia Plan ago and has declared Cyberjaya and Putrajaya as a 

model pilot. The discussion is examining the implementation of this green city concept 

can help improve the quality of life and ensure sustainability for present and future. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 In recent years, to lower pollution and resolve 

environmental issues, the established cities around 

the world have been attempting to find green 

solutions. The term of „green city‟ has become 

increasingly popular in recent years although it has 

worked out and implemented in western country 

since the early 1990's. In Malaysia, the term was first 

brought to the public when it was announced by 

Datuk Seri Mohd Najib Bin Tun Abdul Razak, the 

Prime Minister when tabling the Tenth Malaysia Plan 

ago and has declared Cyberjaya and Putrajaya as a 

model pilot.  

 Putrajaya, the Federal Government 

Administrative Centre is a special role city that was 

developed in 1995. The development was guided by 

a visionary Master Plan endowed with Garden City 

concept with vast networks of parks and open space, 

and in harmony with iconic built environment and 

community friendly. During the formation of 

Multimedia Super Corridor, Putrajaya was identified 

to play a role as an Intelligent City and carry the e-

government flagship (Putrajaya Corporation, 2011). 

In line with the Malaysian Government‟s aspiration 

to reduce 40% of Carbon Dioxide (CO²) emission 

intensity by the year 2020 as compared with 2005 

levels, this Putrajaya Green City 2025 project will 

become the benchmark for future urban development 

(Ho Ching Siong, 2012).  

 Today Putrajaya heads on being a model Green 

City – a city that is continuously committed towards 

quality of life, ensuring its built and natural 

environment coexist and undertaking initiatives 

towards reduction in carbon emission from its urban 

activities. It sets a roadmap in embracing 

sustainability and commits to a strategic framework 

that is holistic and integrates with its economic, 

physical and social development. Putrajaya 2025 

vision continues the city‟s aspiration to be an 

environmentally responsible city which has been 

indoctrinated in its earlier planning and other 

statutory documents. Putrajaya 2025 shall addresses 

challenges and continues its effort to be a well-

managed, vibrant, liveable and prosperous Federal 

Government Administrative Centre that fulfills the 

socio-economic, recreational and spiritual needs of 

the residents, workers and visitors (Putrajaya 

Corporation, 2011). 

 As a conclusion, the process of urbanization can 

thus create an enabling environment for transforming 

production capacities, income levels and living 
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standard or quality of life, especially in developing 

countries. 

 

Objective: 

 To identify the importance of sustainable 

development  in Malaysia. Case studies in Putrajaya. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

 This study used an exploratory study design 

(exploration). While secondary data is to use data 

collected by other researchers (Sabitha Marican, 

2006). Among the examples of sources of 

information for the study of secondary data is 

brochures, journals, media, case studies, speeches, 

websites, books, government publications or 

documents, census data and focus groups. Generally, 

secondary data sources can exist in the form of 

written or visual. 

 

Literiture Review: 

 Over the past decade in particular, many 

countries in the world are involved in development. 

Sustainable development has become an important 

aspect of development. Nowadays, as a result of this 

development, studies about the aspects of sustainable 

development are increasing. Sustainable 

development is popularly described as “a 

development that meets the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability of the future 

generations to meet their own needs”. Malaysia is 

actively engaged in international pacts concerning 

sustainable development efforts.  

 

Sustainable Development: 

 The Brundtland Commission Report defined 

sustainable development in a broad sense which is 

often quoted by academic scholars and planners of 

sustainable development. The definition in the 

Report was “Sustainable development is the 

development which meets the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability of the future 

generations to meet their own needs” (Moffat, I., 

1996). This report of the United Nation's Brundtland 

Commission in 1987 marked the beginning of the 

sustainable development concept that has generated a 

lot of literature and commentary on the issue. 

 Dovers (2009) also stated that the sustainable 

development is development which meets the needs 

of the present without compromising the ability of 

future generations to meet their own needs. It 

contains within it two key concepts: 

1. The concept of 'needs', in particular the essential 

needs of the world's poor, to which overriding 

priority should be given; and 

2. The idea of limitation imposed by the state of 

technology and social organization on the 

environment's ability to meet present and future 

needs.  

 Sustainable development is not a one way 

traffic; it involves not only economic development 

but also social and environmental development. We 

have to bear in mind that while we are developing 

our country to meet the needs of people, we must not 

destroy the environmental and ecological balance. 

We have already caused a lot of harm to the 

environment which is nowadays known as „global 

warming‟ and „climate change‟ and we are suffering 

from its adverse effects. So, sustainable development 

ensures a developed world with secured and healthy 

environment for all: human beings, animals and 

plants (Muhammad Abdul Jalil, 2010). 

 

Concept of Green City: 

 According to Putrajaya: Draft Structure Plan 

2025 (p. 2.1), Green City means „a city that is 

continuously committed towards quality of life, 

ensuring its built and natural environment co-exist 

and undertaking initiatives towards reduction in 

carbon emission from its urban activities. It sets a 

roadmap in embracing sustainability and commits to 

a strategic framework that is holistic and integrates 

with its economic, physical and social development. 

 Referring to the interpretation of the above, it is 

clear that Green City status to be achieved in 

Putrajaya is not limited to physical greenish only. It 

also covers three main objectives as follows 

(Perbadanan Putrajaya, 2012): 

i. Minimize negative on the environment and the 

use of „sumber jaya‟; 

ii. Promote human relations with nature; and  

iii. Reduce carbon emissions from various human 

activities. 

 

Quality of Life (QL): 

 The clarification of the concept is the outcome 

of a gradual process of debate, progressively 

confronted with its operationalization. In 1973, 

Terhurne defined QL as subjective satisfaction 

(Maria Cristina Sousa 2010); in 1975, McCall 

defined QL as a necessary condition for happiness. In 

1985, Emerson defines QL: As the satisfaction of an 

individual‟s values, goals and needs through the 

actualisation of their abilities or lifestyle (Felce, D., 

J. Perry, 1995). In 1986, Landesman (quoted by 

Felce and Perry, 1995) considers that QL „„is the sum 

of a range of objectively measurable life conditions 

experienced by an individual‟‟ distinguished from 

satisfaction which is understood as „„subjective 

responses to such conditions‟‟. 

 After several meetings in Geneva during the 

years of 1991 and 1992, in 1993, the World Health 

Organisation provided its own definition of QL: 

“Quality of life is defined as an individual‟s 

perception of their position in life in the context of 

the culture and value systems in which they live and 

in relation to their goals, expectations, standards and 

concerns. It is a broad-ranging concept incorporating 

in a complex way the person‟s physical health, 
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psychological state, level of independence, social 

relationships, personal beliefs and their relationship 

to salient features of the environment”. 

 Hence QL of an individual or of a population 

subgroup results from the comparison of their 

position with the position of the rest of the 

population. The objective measures of living 

conditions should not be forgotten given the risk of 

not taking into account the entire population, namely 

the less favoured and more vulnerable groups. 

 

Findings: 

Sustainable Development in Malaysia: National 

Plans, Legislation and Policies: 

 Sustainable development ensures the well-being 

of humans by integrating social equity, economic 

viability, and environment conservation and 

protection (Chua Fuh Ying, 2013). Most 

interpretation of sustainable development work 

within the Brundtland formula but vary in relation to 

the emphasis placed on each of this three 

components of sustainable development namely; 

economy, environment and society (Noranida 

Mokthsim, 2014). Based on Figure 1, we can see the 

three interlocking circles with the triangle of 

environmental (conservation), economic (growth), 

and social (equity) dimensions. Sustainable. 

 By referring to Noranida Mokthsim and 

Khairulmaini Osman Salleh (2014), sustainable 

development that is locally relevant and culturally 

appropriate could include several common goals or 

themes. The International Implementation Scheme 

for the United Nations Decade of Education for 

Sustainable Development (UNDESD) identified key 

areas of the concept as: 

 Society: an understanding of social institutions 

and their role in change and development, as well as 

the democratic and participatory systems which give 

opportunity for the expression of opinion, the 

selection of government, the forging of consensus 

and the resolution of differences. 

 Environment: awareness of the resources and 

fragility of the physical environment and the effects 

on it of human activity and decisions, with a 

commitment of factoring environmental concerns 

into social and economic policy development. 

 Economy: sensitivity to the limits and potential 

economic growth and their impact on society and on 

environment, with a commitment to assess personal 

and societal levels of consumption out of the concern 

for the environment and for social justice. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1: Three Pillar Basic Model. 

Source: Centre for Environment Education, 2007. 

 

 The diagram above shows three interlocking 

circles with the triangle of environmental 

(conservation), economic (growth), and social 

(equity) dimensions. Sustainable Development is 

modelled on these three pillars. This model is called 

„three pillars‟ or „three circles model‟. It is based 

considering the society, but does not explicitly take 

into account „human quality of life‟(Centre for 

Environment Education, 2007). 

 According to Agyeman, Pinfield, Redclift and 

Campbell  in Chua Fuh Yiing, et al, sustainable 

development addresses three vital areas that is people 

living today are entitled to justice and equal rights, 

environmental degeneration must be eliminated, and 

future generation must not be impoverished as a 

result of current actions. 

 Sustainable development was adopted in 

Malaysia during the 1992 non-governmental 

organization (NGO) Forum for RioC10 Malaysia – 

Chapter of 40 of Agenda 21. Planning by Malaysia 

constitutes a National Plan where sustainable 

development was outlined as one of the goals. Table 

1 shows that accessibility was introduced much later 

in the Tenth Malaysian Plan where it refers to the 

quality of life. In the Ninth Malaysian Plan 

accessibility was mentioned only in general 

regarding infrastructure. The Town and Country 

Planning Act included sustainable development as 

shown in Table 2 (Chua Fuh Ying, 2013). 
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Table 1: Malaysia‟s National Five Year Development Plans showing sustainable development concepts. 

Malaysia Plan Key Emphasis 

Seventh Malaysian Plan 

(1996 – 2000) 

Sustainable development 

Eighth Malaysian Plan 

(2001 – 2005) 

Sustainable development of energy resources and renewable 

Ninth Malaysian Plan 

(2006 – 2010) 

Sustainable development covering social, economic and environmental aspects. 

Improving accessibility to and within the country, enhancing transportation links and 
communication services and internet at entry points. 

Tenth Malaysian Plan 

(2010 – 2015) 

Improving the standard and sustainability of quality of life through better access to 

healthcare, public transport, electricity and water. 
AFFIRM framework (Awareness, Faculty, Finance, Infrastructure, Research and Marketing) 

was established to promote the implementation of sustainable development in the 

construction industry. Green building as part of sustainable development is government‟s 
consideration to achieve a better future for next generation. 

Source: Chua Fuh Yiing, et al (2013). 

 
Table 2: Planning legislation that referred to sustainable development in Malaysia. 

Legal Regulation Remarks 

Town and Country Planning Act 1976 (Act 172) Section 2A (2) National Physical Planning Council. The functions are to 
promote the framework of the national policy, town and country 

planning as an effective and efficient instrument for the improvement of 

the physical environment and towards achieving the sustainable 
development. 

Section 8 (3) The statement is to formulate the policy and general 
proposals of the State Authority, respecting the development and use of 

land, including improvement measures of the physical living 

environment, communications, traffic management, socio-economic 
well-being and the promotion of economic growth , and for facilitating 

sustainable development. 
(4) In formulating the policy and general proposals under paragraph 

(3)(a), the State Director shall secure that the policy and general 

proposals are justified under the results of his survey under section 7 
and by any other information that he may obtain, and shall have regards 

to current policies respecting the social and economic planning and 
development and the environmental protection of the State and the 

nation. 

Source: Chua Fuh Yiing, et al (2013). 
 

Table 3: National policy on the environment and technology in Malaysia. 

National Policy Key Emphasis 

National Policy on the Environment (2002) Economic, social and cultural progress through environmentally sustainable 

development. 

National Green Technology 

(2009) 

Sustainable development 
Energy: seek to attain energy independence and promote efficient utilization. 

Environment: conserve and minimize the impact on the environment. 

Economy: enhance the national economic development through the use of technology. 
Social: improve the quality of life for all. 

Source: Chua Fuh Yiing, et al (2013). 

 

 Table 2 shows that the national policy in green 

environment and technology was created and 

included the agenda to improve the quality of life for 

all (Chua Fuh Ying, 2013). 

 

Conclusion: 

 Sustainable development is a journey, a hard, 

adventure journey upon which many of the future 

prospects of humanity and its planet depends. No 

single country can yet claim a comprehensive, 

credible commitment to sustainable development. 

Development remains a humanitarian agenda in the 

21st century. The concept of development for all 

human being and all the earth is a challenge that is 

not easy. 

 We accept globalization, but the globalization of 

people-friendly or human friendly. The wave of 

sustainable development will wash over us, 

redefining our future. Our journey toward a 

sustainable future offers hope that solutions can be 

found and many are ready now. Achieving 

sustainability requires us to consider new policies, 

devise new programs and consider new technologies. 

To achieve sustainability, we must minister to the 

needs of our growing populations, have the fortitude 

to implement incremental changes and monitor and 

adjust our approaches. 
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